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NOTE FROM OUR BENEFICIARY

All proceeds will beneit innovative cancer research at Rush University Medical Center. Rush University 
Cancer Center is one of the largest providers of cancer care for patients in the Chicago area. Medical 
oncologists, surgeons and radiation oncologists collaborate with other specialists and highly trained 
nurses to provide cooperative, compassionate care to patients living with the myriad forms of cancer.

The center aims to provide cancer patients with access to clinical trials designed to prevent, diagnose 
and treat a wide range of cancers in a multidisciplinary and welcoming environment. Clinical trials allow 
patients to access the latest cancer drugs and procedures in development.

Rush is grateful to partner with Swim Across America to expand and further develop Rush University 
Cancer Center’s program of innovative clinical trials.
RUSH

Four research projects will be funded from the 
proceeds of the summer 2015 Chicago Swim Across 
America events. The awards have been made to 
support projects focused on a variety of treatment 
disciplines that impact patients with breast, colon, 
liver, and lung cancers among others.

 H Faraz Bishehsari, MD, PhD, and his 
colleagues continue to examine the role of disrupted 
eating pattern and alcohol on susceptibility to 
colon cancer. The modern lifestyle of humans 
(lack of exercise, eating larger meals late at night, 
consumption of moderate alcohol) disrupts the 
circadian rhythm in the gut. Using an animal model, 
the team is examining this link to determine what 
speciic changes in the gut are causing this increase 
in cancer incidence. Outcomes from this research 
could then lead to diet modiications and prevention 
strategies. 

 H Carl Maki, PhD, will target propyl peptidases 
as a possible mechanism to help prevent or alleviate 
tamoxifen-resistance in breast cancer. Tamoxifen is 
a standard therapy for estrogen-receptor positive 
breast cancer. Unfortunately, most advanced tumors 
develop resistance to tamoxifen. This research may 
uncover new avenues for treatment in cases where 
this resistance has developed.
 

	 H Jeffrey A. Borgia, PhD, will be examining the 
potential clinical beneit of an anti-diabetes medication 
in the treatment of inoperable stage I lung cancers. 
Speciically, he will evaluate the ability of metformin to 
sensitize tumor cells to radiotherapy using a series of 
patient-derived tumor cell lines. These indings may 
lead to new treatment options for patients receiving 
stereotactic body radiation treatment (SBRT). This 

method administers very focused and high dose of 
radiation precisely to the tumor. The goal is to deliver 
the most effective possible dose to kill the cancer 
while minimizing exposure to healthy organs. Dr. 
Borgia will show that the combination of metformin 
and SBRT has the potential to be just as effective as 
surgical resection, which results in reduced morbidity. 

 H	 Amanda L. Marzo, PhD, continues to 
examine the impact tumor antigen load has on CD8 T 
cell memory induction and maintenance. The results 
from this project will enable researchers to reine the 
design and use of current immunotherapies and will 
help in the creation of an improved design for tumor 
vaccines.
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CHICAGO 2016 OLYMPIANS

Since our inception in 1987, Swim Across America has been extremely fortunate to have the support of 
US Olympic Swimmers, some downright legendary in our sport. The athletes’ presence and participation 
have enriched our events over the years and we are extremely grateful for their commitment to SAA. 
We are honored that the following Olympians will be joining us for the 2016 Chicago Open Water Swim.
 

Craig Beardsley       Christine Magnuson       Jilen Siroky
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Captain Badass Fan Club
Chicago Athletic Club Masters
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Team
DITR- Dancing in the Rain
Every Second Counts
Gradows and Kadolph
Longhorns Against Cancer
Making Waves
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CHICAGO 2016 TRIBUTE TEAMS

Swim Across America Tribute Teams are swimmers that band together with friends, family and co-
workers to swim for a cure as one. These teams swim in memory of family or friends who have lost 
their battle with cancer, to support loved ones who courageously continue their battle with the disease, 
or simply to gain momentum in their swimming and fundraising efforts. Tribute Teams are central to 
what Swim Across America is all about – family, friends and joining together to “Make Waves to Fight 
Cancer.”



SWIM ACROSS LAKE MICHIGAN 
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In 2015, 11 swimmers tackled a 43-mile relay course, swimming from Monroe 
Harbor to Michiana, MI in our 2nd Swim Across Lake Michigan (SALM). 

These swimmers combined to raise more than $50,000 and they tackled the swim 
in roughly 22 hours. 

As a marquee event of SAA – Chicago, SALM is run every two years with the next 
crossing of Lake Michigan scheduled for 2017. SALM provides these swimmers 
with both a fundraising and physical challenge and raises the awareness of the 
SAA community through high-proile media opportunities. 

“Until there is a cure for cancer, there will always be a reason to 
swim, all across America.”

         – Matt Vossler, SAA Co-Founder

SALM


